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EOMT ORE AL 


A Homeward Call to 
Realistic Preaching 


Without a shadow of doubt the greatest need 
within the Church is that Christians should 
live as Christians. Because the overwhelming 
majority of Church members are engaged in a 
tremendous variety of secular pursuits ranging 
from the home to every type of laboring and 
business activity it rests with us, usually spoken 
of as the “laity,” to make our witness, either 
for or against our profession as Christians. 


Because a Christian’s impact for righteous- 
ness on his environment depends directly on 
his own personal commitment to Christ, in all 
of the implications of that word, how important 
is that matter of total surrender! 


Certainly one of the most vital factors in 
both the winning of men to Christ and in the 
development of their lives in the art of Chris- 
tian living centers in the minister under whom 
they sit Sunday after Sunday. Along with this, 
and even more important, is the nurture of the 
spirit which comes through Bible study and 
definite and ordered prayer life. 


Obviously the Christian minister faces two 
tasks: winning men to a saving faith in Jesus 
Christ and then leading them on to a positive 
and consistent life for Him. 


In a rather wide experience, talking with and 
living with and working with men whose names 
are on the rolls of various Protestant churches 
the writer is convinced that a great proportion 
of these men have but the remotest idea of 
what it means to be a Christian, either as to 
the Person and work of the One Whose name 
they bear, or, of living in a way consistent with 
the name “Christian.” 


Because of this demonstrable fact — and it 
can be confirmed by any one living out in the 
world of business today — the obvious conclu- 
sion is that somewhere along the line something 
vital has been missed, that a superstructure has 
been built without an adequate foundation. 
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Unless we are committed to a non-biblical 
concept of Christianity we must admit that there 
are certain steps which form a part of the emer- 
gence from death to life, from darkness to light, 
from unbelief to faith. 


These steps may develop as a blinding per- 
sonal encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
after which all things are changed and from 
which time we know that we are His. 


Or, they may come quietly and unnoticed 
over a period of years until some day we realize 
that we belong to Him and have no recollection 
of when the transition took place. 


Unfortunately, there are many today who 
have accepted the invitation to “join the church” 
who have never had a corresponding experience 
of receiving Christ as Saviour from sin and 
surrendering to Him as Lord of life. 


The apostle Paul, writing to the Romans, lays 
down a principle which has been valid in each 
succeeding generation and is valid today: 
“How shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher?” 


He further pin-points both the message and 
the method in I Cor. 1:17-31. In the 2lst 
verse he writes: “For after that in the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom knew not God, 
it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save them that believe.’ 


The Scriptures make plain what preaching 
really is — it is proclaiming the whole counsel 
of God and this has its root and its flower in 
the redemptive work of Christ, the eternal Son 
of God. 


But what has often happened? Some illustra 
tions may help answer the question, even though 
they seem extreme: An honest surgeon does 
not operate on a man for a hare-lip when he 
has a cancer which needs immediate attention. 
One does not stand on the bank of a river and 
expatiate on the beauties of a sunset to a drown- 
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ing man. Few people would knowingly sit in 
a burning house while they finish reading an 
interesting story. 

All around us, and sitting in every congrega- 
tion, men are living and dying in sin, while 
they hear sermons on social, moral, political, 
racial, ecclesiastical and a thousand and one 
other issues which may be important but which 
are secondary to the great central message of the 
gospel itself. 


There are evidences that this crying lack in 
past and contemporary preaching is now being 
recognized. From many sources one hears a 
call back to biblical preaching. One of Amer- 
ica’s leading ministers has recently said that 
three-fourths of today’s preaching is beside the 
mark. 

The centrality of the gospel message—of sin 
and judgment, of love and redemption, of 
Heaven and Hell, of the living Christ and His 
Holy Spirit, of the authority and integrity of 
the Scriptures—these and hundreds of other 
Bible-centered messages and doctrines are cry- 
ing out to be preached and men are hungry to 
hear them. 


Preaching finds its greatest justification and 
outlet when God and His Christ are exalted; 
when the Cross becomes central; when men are 
told how to become Christians. Plant the gos- 
pel in all of its fullness in the human heart 
and by the transforming power of the Holy 
Spirit God’s salvation and His living presence 
will be manifested in daily lives. 

The Chinese have a proverb which translated 
says: “One cannot carve rotten wood.” Have 
not many of our efforts been directed to the 
“carving rotten wood,’ — trying to make non- 
Christians act like Christians? 

Let us never forget that Christ did not come 
into this world so much to preach the gospel 
but that there might be a gospel to preach. 

It is the preaching of that gospel which God 
honors to redeem souls and transform lives. 

L.N.B. 
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One Lord, One Faith, 
One Baptism: 
One God and Father of All 


of Christ’s People 


On a non-political visit to Western North 


Carolina, the Vice President of the United States 


recently asked the representatives of the three 
leading evangelical bodies for the Churches 
to exercise their influence in softening the ten- 
sions between the races in our land. 


Such a request is appropriate. The Church 
has the task of proclaiming the message of the 
prophet: What doth the Lord require of thee, 
O man, but to deal justly and love mercy and 
to walk humbly with thy God. The Church 
lays upon her members the golden rule enun- 
ciated by the Master: All things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do unto you, do ye 
even so unto them. Before the story of the 
Good Samaritan, Jesus tells us, Go thou and do 
likewise. And these simple everyday truths ap- 
plied in sundry circumstances will lessen the 
tensions in society, both racially and economi- 
cally and politically. 

We have never permitted racial differences 
to keep us from attending the Church of the 
other race when there was a funeral of one 
close to us, or a wedding, or at times a “chris- 
tening.” It has been usual for the white neigh- 
bors to help in the building of Negro Churches. 


The pillars of the ancient Church gave to 
Paul and Barnabus the right hand of fellow- 
ship that they should go to the Gentiles and 
Peter to the Jews, only they asked Paul to re- 
member the poor. This he was zealous to do, 
bringing a considerable offering from the Gen- 
tile Churches to the poor disciples in Jerusalem. 
If we were to take a leaf from this example, we 
might today bring our gifts to our nearby Negro 
congregation when they have a building pro- 
gram. And some of them are now strong enough 
likewise to give and bring a gift when the white 
congregation has a similar task. And such visits 
to bring a helpful needed contribution toward 
a building or an expansion program in a con- 
gregation, might well be made the occasion for 
expressing our unity in the faith of Jesus Christ. 


Of course, such an expression ought to be 
carefully arranged by representatives of the two 
congregations and graciously carried out. All 
those of every race and nation and denomina- 
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tion who believe in Jesus Christ are brethren 
in Him. And concrete expressions of this one- 
ness in Christ by a white and a Negro congre- 
gation located near each other could well soften 
our tensions and help our two races (in Henry 
W. Grady’s words) “to walk together in peace 
and contentment.” W.C.R. 


Our Lord’s Attitude to 
The Old Testament 


By John R. W. Stott, M. A. 


One church in London which will be found 
filled both Sunday morning and night is All Soul's, 
Langham Place. The Rector, Rev. John Stott, 
is a relatively young man but he is already con- 
sidered one of the greatest preachers in the An- 
glican Church. This article is taken from his small 
book, “Fundamentalism and Evangelism’ and 
copies of this book may be secured from the Journal 
office on request. It should be noted that the word 
“Fundamentalism” has a slightly different conno- 
tation in England than here in America. L.N.B. 





The evidence is abundant that Jesus whole- 
heartedly and unquestioningly accepted the author- 
ity of the Old Testament. In many ways this for 
Christians should be the final issue. The authority 
of Christ and the authority of the Bible stand or 
fall together. Let us examine the facts. 


To begin with, He accepted the testimony of 
Scripture. The first recorded word of His public 
ministry, in the Greek of St. Mark’s Gospel, is 
“fulfilled...” (Mark 1. 15). He believed and 
taught that through His ministry and mission cen- 
turies of Old Testament anticipation were being 
fulfilled. Soon afterwards, He visited Nazareth, 
where He had been brought up, and attended the 
synagogue on the sabbath day according to His cus- 
tom. He was given the scroll of Isaiah. He found 
what is our chapter 61 and read: “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the 


Lord.” 


He then closed the scroll, returned it to the 
synagogue attendant and sat down. And, as the 
eyes of the congregation were fixed on Him, He 
said “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing” (Luke 4. 16-21, R.S.V.). In other 
words, Isaiah was writing about Him. He said 
that Abraham had rejoiced to see His day, that 
Moses wrote of Him and that the Scriptures bore 
witness to Him (John 8. 56; 5. 46 and 39). And 
after His resurrection He insisted that everything 
written about Him “in the law of Moses and the 
prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled,” and 
“beginning with Moses and all the prophets He 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
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concerning Himself” (Luke 24. 44 and 27, 


R.S.V.). 


Next, He believed the statements of Scripture. 
For instance, He said to the disciples on Maundy 
Thursday “You will all fall away; for it is writ- 
ten, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will 
be scattered’? (Mark 14. 27, R.S.V.). However 
loyal they might seem, whatever protest they might 
make, He knew that He would be smitten and that 
they would be scattered because the Scriptures said 
so. So He predicted His passion and resurrection, 
because the prophets had foretold the sufferings 
and the glory of the Christ. The progress of 
events did not take Him by surprise because He 
believed that what had been prophesied of Him 
would take place. 


Thirdly, He obeyed the commands of Scripture. 
He voluntarily accepted a position of subordina- 
tion to the Word of God. He followed its moral 
teaching in His own life. So deeply had He ab- 
sorbed the spiritual lessons which God was teach- 
ing Israel in the wilderness of Sinai, that when in 
the wilderness of Judea the tempter came to Him, 
He was prepared. Three times He quoted the Word 
of God not just to the devil but to Himself in the 
devil’s presence. He was resolved not to fail where 
Israel had failed. He would give to God the 
obedience, the trust and the worship which in His 
Word He demands (cf. Deuteronomy 8. 3; 6. 16 
and 13). The same holy zeal for God’s law is 
revealed throughout His ministry. He _ boldly 
cleansed the temple of its mercenary traffickers be- 
cause it was written that God’s house should be 
called a house of prayer (Mark 11. 15-17); and 
when the lawyer asked Him about the great com- 
mandment He was ready with His penetrating 
combination of Leviticus 19. 18 and Deuteronomy 
6. 5, giving to the Church of all ages the duty to 
love both God and man. 


Fourthly, He applied the principles of Scripture. 
When drawn into controversy with Pharisees and 
Sadducees, His court of appeal was the Scriptures. 
“Is not this why you are wrong,” He asked, “that 
you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of 
God ?” (Mark 12. 24, R.S.V.). The Scribes tended 
to be blindly and coldly literalist in their applica- 
tions of the law, and Jesus rebuked them for re- 
jecting the commandment of God in order to keep 
their own tradition (Mark 7. 7-9). It was not 
their adherence to the law which He rebuked, but 
their interpretations and traditions which had the 
effect of obscuring the essence of the law. They 
would lift a sheep out of a pit on the Sabbath day 
but would not allow Christ to heal a man. They 
would take their cattle to water on the Sabbath 
day but would not allow His disciples to eat in 
a cornfield. They would rather a man kept his 
vow to dedicate his money to God, and neglect 
his parents, than that he should break his vow and 
use his money to support his parents in their need. 
The whole perspective of the Scribes and Pharisees 
was awry. Jesus urged them to see that a person 
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is of more value than a cow or a vow, and a spiritual 
principle than a literal code. “Go and learn what 
this means,” He told them, “I desire mercy, and 
not sacrifice’ (Matthew 9. 13, R.S.V.; cf. Hosea 
6. 6). 

Lastly, He felt the compulsion of Scripture. The 
word “must” was often on His lips. He knew 
Himself to be a child of destiny. True, He set 
Himself voluntarily to obey the law’s teaching; 
but He also felt Himself involuntarily constrained 
by its prophecy. His will consented to it, but a 
certain constraint was there. “Everything that is 
written of the Son of man by the prophets will be 
accomplished.”” He declared (Luke 18. 31, R.S.V.). 
Again, “I tell you that this Scripture must be ful- 
filled in me, ‘And he was reckoned with trans- 
gressors'; for what is written about me has its 
fulfilment” (Luke 22. 27, R.S.V.). So He al- 
lowed Himself to be arrested in the garden, al- 
though He knew that the Father would at His 
appeal immediately send more than twelve legions 
of angels to His aid. “But how then should the 
Scriptures be fulfilled’ He asked, “that it must be 
so?” (Matthew 26. 53-54, R.S.V.). 


His reverent acceptance of the Old Testament 
Scriptures is beyond question. He fed His own soul 
on them and specially loved Deuteronomy, the 
Psalms and Isaiah. He interpreted His mission in 
the light of them. He declared that they were 
fulfilled in Himself. He referred to them in con- 
troversy as the final arbiter. He rebuked His 
contemporaries for their ignorance of them. He had 
come, He said, not “to abolish the law and the 
prophets .. . but to fulfil them. For truly, I say 
to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished” (Matthew 5. 17, 18, R.S.V.). Again 
He affirmed, “Scripture cannot be broken” (John 


10:35 R.S.V.). 


All this is the more remarkable when it is re- 
membered that Jesus possessed supernatural wis- 
dom and authority. Both were clear characteristics 
of His teaching and invited comment from His 
hearers. ‘“Where did this man get all this?” they 
asked. “What is the wisdom given to Him?” .. . 
“Is not this the carpenter . ?” (Mark 6. 2-3, 
R.S.V.). “They were astonished at His teaching, 
for He taught them as one who had authority, 
and not as the Scribes” (Mark 1. 22, R.S.V.). 
Yet His wisdom did not contradict the wisdom of 
the Old Testament, and His authority did not 





overthrow the authority of the Old Testament. It 
seems to us a serious matter to think lightly of 
the Scriptures of which He thought so highly, and 
to reject what He accepted. 


Some would reply that Jesus deliberately accom- 
modated Himself to the opinions of His own day 
and that He spoke to His contemporaries in the 
categories they could understand and accept, while 
not holding them Himself. But surely He who 
called Himself the Truth would not thus have 
compromised the truth? And He who fearlessly 
rebuked sin and hypocrisy, human pride and human 
traditions, would not have been slow to expose so 
great an error if He had regarded it as such? But, 
someone else will say, surely Jesus the eternal 
Son of God “emptied Himself” when He took 
the form of a servant and was made in the likeness 
of men (Philippians 2. 7, R.S.V.) ? And, our critic 
will continue, did not this emptying of Himself 
involve the adoption of the limited outlook and 
mentality of an ignorant (though remarkable) first- 
century Jew? The suggestion is not now that He 
deliberately accommodated Himself to false teach- 
ing but that the Incarnation involved Him in the 
same error. If so, we cannot rely on His teaching 
as authoritative. 


Now this application of the doctrine of “kenosis,” 
or self-emptying, is popular in certain circles today 
and is too big a problem to attempt to solve briefly 
here. Suffice it to say that it seems to many of 
us dreadfully derogatory to the unique glory of our 
blessed Lord. It is very dangerous to begin with 
such a presupposition as “to err is human,” and 
then to add “therefore to be human Jesus must 
have erred.” Could we not equally well argue 
that “so sin is human and therefore Jesus must 
have sinned”? But the unanimous testimony of 
the Scriptures, which the Church has always ac- 
cepted, is that our Lord was sinless. Of course 
sin and error are part of our fallen human nature, 
but they are no necessary part of the perfect human 
nature which God made and Christ assumed. The 
evidence of Scripture is that the man Christ Jesus, 
through the perfect surrender of His mind to the 
revelation of God, was inerrant, and through the 
perfect surrender of His will to the will of God, was 


sinless (see John 7. 16; 12. 49; 5. 30; 8. 29). 
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The Reformed Doctrine 
of The Means of Grace 


By Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


One of the strongest planks in the platform 
of the Roman Catholic Church is its doctrine 
of the means of grace, although it doesn’t call 
it that. But this church recognizes that the im- 
portant question in religion is how contact is 
made between the Divine and the human. And 
it has a ready answer. 


With the grace of God available in a sort of 
spiritual reservoir, as it were, and with the needs 
of men below in a sort of thirsty land, there 
must be some point of contact, some channel, 
some way or means of transmitting or of deliver- 
ing this grace in order that man be “filled with 
all the fullness of God.” 


The Roman Church meets this very real prob- 
lem with its doctrine of the “Keys.” Because 
it believes itself to be “official” in every sense 
of the word; because it is the agent which is 
properly authorized; because it is the point of 
contact between God and man, the church is 
the main dispensary of grace. And with its 
ordinances and sacraments it dispenses grace 
and the blessings of God to those who come 
to receive them. When a believer comes to 
the Mass and takes the wafer on his tongue, 
he receives Jesus Christ. When a penitent does 
the twelve stations of the cross he confidently 
expects to receive a due measure of good. 


A worshiper entering a cathedral drops to 
his or her knees before the Host and makes 
the sign of the Cross. That act of faith is 
ordinarily worth one hundred indulgences. If 
the worshiper dips his or her fingers into holy 
water before he or she makes that sign of the 
Cross, the value of the act is doubled. 


With such a system of barter and trade, the 
Roman Church carries on its business. It offers 
a clearly defined program of spiritual com- 
munication whereby the faithful receive the 
benefits they seek through real and particular 
means. 


As everyone knows, the Reformation made 
sweeping and revolutionary changes in the prac- 
tice of religion. But many moderns do not 
realize that John Calvin, the great systematizer 
of Reformed Doctrine, thought and wrote in 
terms with which new converts from Rome were 
familiar. When Calvin broke with Rome he 
did not discard the doctrine of a real and par- 
ticular church dispensing grace through real 
and particular means. 
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It shocks some people to hear that John Cal- 
vin very firmly believed that “outside the 
church, there is no salvation.” Of course, he 
did not have the Roman idea of the Church 
when he said this, but he did have in mind 
a very real doctrine of the Means of Grace. He 
believed that God works through His Church, 
the Body of Christ on earth. And he believed 
that the Church has in its hands an effective 
channel or means whereby one can receive the 
benefits of salvation through Jesus Christ. Tak- 
ing the place of holy relics, of miraculous 
water, of blessed oil, of transubstantiated bread, 
John Calvin believed in the efficacy of the one 
thing which we know to be from God: the one 
thing which is of divine origin and which is 
vibrant with potential spiritual power, namely 
the Word of God. For Calvin, the Word of 
God was the true and primary means of grace. 


The Reformer believed that when a minister 
of God stands in the pulpit and proclaims the 
Word of God something happened to those who 
hear it. Salvation comes through hearing the 
Word. This is because the Word is the means 
of grace. There is nothing magical or mechani- 
cal about the Word. It is simply the channel 
through which grace flows. When one hears 
the inspired words of John 3:16, for instance, 
he feels his heart strangely warmed, because 
the Holy Spirit uses the Word to accomplish 
His saving work. 


Calvin’s idea, of course, is altogether Scrip- 
tural. He remembered that the New Testament 
declares that “the Word of God is sharper than 
a two-edged sword, piercing to the dividing 
asunder of the joints and the marrow.” 


And he was mindful that “through the fool- 
ishness of preaching, God is pleased to save 
those who believe.” Not just any word, of 
course, has this potent effect. It must be the 
Word of God. But Calvin was supremely con- 
fident that he had in his hands the Word 
of God. This is why he held to the high view 
of the Bible which has characterized followers 
of the Reformed faith ever since. He did not 
worship a book. He reverenced the effect which 
the contents of this Book had on people, not 
because the words in themselves were magic, 
but because they were the means through which 
the Holy Spirit did His work of salvation. 


We can understand exactly what the Reformer 
had in mind when we consider his doctrine of 
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the Sacraments. Calvin believed that when a 
Christian received the bread in the Lord’s Sup- 
per, he received Christ. And theological stu- 
dents have argued for years about how Calvin 
believed Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper. 
For him the bread was not the actual body of 
Christ, nor was it simply a symbol of the body 
of Christ. It was, however, a means of grace: 
Eating the bread provided the occasion for 
Christ to enter the heart of the believer. Its 
function was that of a channel or a means of 
grace. But Calvin declared that the sacrament 
is efficacious only when it is administered in 
conjunction with the Word which is the primary 
means. 


So far as the believer is concerned, the point 
of entrance for the Holy Spirit is the mind or 
the understanding. One is saved because first 
he hears, then he understands and by the work 
of the Holy Spirit his affections are changed, 
and he comes to love God. Calvin had in 
mind the story of the first Christian sermon 
on the day of Pentecost. On that memorable 
occasion, there were some who heard the Apos- 
tles preaching and thought they were drunk. 
There were others who heard, and glorified 
God. The difference lay in the fact that the 
Holy Spirit had used the preaching of the Word 
as a means to enter the hearts of those who be- 
lieved. Thus “saving knowledge” is a matter 
of knowing about God and then knowing God. 
This “knowledge” involves words and ideas but 
it is not simply an intellectual exercise. It is 
rather the gateway through which the Holy 
Spirit enters the human heart. 


Now Calvin believed that the effect we have 
been talking about could be had not only 
through the use of the Bible itself, but also 
through what he called “sound doctrine,” or 
“sound teaching.” <A true exposition of the 
Word has much the same effect as the actual 
Word itself and the teacher of the Word is 
the handmaiden of the Holy Spirit, providing 
the channel for His passage. Thus Calvin con- 
sidered himself primarily a teacher and Calvin- 
ism has been noted for its emphasis on educa- 
tion ever since. 


Because it is so important to preach the truth, 
in order for the Holy Spirit to have a clear 
channel, as it were, Calvin almost fanatically 
opposed error. He had in mind the fact that 
teaching error obstructs the flow of grace, for 
the Holy Spirit certainly cannot work through 
a clogged up channel or one which leads in the 
wrong direction. He was willing for a man to 
believe as he pleased, but he was impatient 
with any who taught error. This is why Ser- 
vetus fared so badly at his hands. It was not 
what Servetus believed, that got him into trou- 
ble, but rather the fact that he was teaching 
error. 
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This Reformed idea has many practical ap- 
plications. The Sunday School teacher, for in- 
stance, who gathers her children about her and 
gives them the truth of God is providing the 
occasion for the Holy Spirit to work in their 
lives. Anyone who opens the Word of God to 
another is doing what the priest of Rome thinks 
he is doing when he places the wafer on the 
tongue of a worshiper. 

It should now be perfectly evident why the 
Reformed faith has traditionally placed so high 
an emphasis upon the Bible as a primary source 
book. We are jealous for the authority of 
Scripture. We reverence the Word of God. We 
don’t want to see it mutilated or relegated to 
a position of secondary importance. We feel 
that a preacher’s job is to preach it, and a 
teacher’s job is to teach it. Nothing else will do. 
Other things may be true, other things may be 
valuable in human experience. But nothing 
else has the same spiritual value, for the Word 
of God is the divinely appointed Means of 
Grace unto Salvation. 
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Should We Change Our 
Confession of Faith? 





By Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D. 


What a tremendous amount of business the 
General Assembly has to give attention to in a 
period of time that does not exceed four full 
working days. It should not be wondered at 
that some matters receive only the most cursory 
treatment. 


From accounts in the church press this was 
the case with the report of the Ad Interim 
Committee on Marriage, Divorce and Remar- 
riage (for the full text of the report see Gen- 
eral Assembly Minutes, p. 132 ff.). There are 
splendid sentiments embodied in this report, 
and it is obvious that the committee was thor- 
oughly diligent. The report contains material, 
however, that is highly debatable, so that one 
regrets the practice of adopting such reports as 
a whole. When time pressure is so great, it 
would seem advisable to receive this kind of 
report and take action only on its recommen- 
dations. 


An illustration of debatable items is para- 
graph 4 (Minutes, p. 133). Arguing from the 
principle of the separation of Church and State 
the report decries the participation of ministers 
in the marriage ceremony as being tantamount 
to constituting them officers of the State. Is 
this not faulty thinking? Separation of Church 
and State does not mean that a wall is raised 
between the two, that cooperation between them 
is not possible nor desirable. On the reasoning 
of the report we ought not to consent to our 
ministers serving as chaplains in the armed forces 
or in legislative bodies or offering prayer at 
inaugural ceremonies. 


Again, it is offered in paragraph 2 (Minutes, 
p. 137) that Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount 
is intent to show that the law of His Kingdom 
transcends the law of Moses. Any disparaging 
of Moses would be most difficult to urge in 
the light of Matthew 5:17-19. And the fact that 
nowhere in the Old Testament is it said, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy” 
(quoted by Jesus as current Jewish thinking, 
Matthew 5:43) is one of numerous indications 
that should help us to see that Jesus is not at 
odds with Moses but is engaging in extensive 
correction of faulty scribal or traditional inter- 
pretation of Moses. 


The really serious misgivings about the com- 
mittee’s report arise when it is alleged (Min- 
utes, p. 135) that there is no valid biblical basis 
for the teaching in the Confession of Faith, 
Chapter XXVI, Paragraphs V and VI, that a 
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marriage may be dissolved on the ground of 
adultery or of irremediable desertion. 


In support of the recommendation to delete 
these two paragraphs from the Confession of 
Faith the report asserts in an Addendum that 
our Lord never spoke the exceptive clauses 
(“except for unchastity”) recorded in Matthew 
5:32 and 19:9. The exceptive clauses, it is sug- 
gested, crept into the text of Matthew through 
“some scribe seeking to soften the rigorous teach- 
ing of Jesus.” 


In spite of the fact that a majority of New 
Testament scholars are appealed to as “strong- 
ly convinced that these words form no part of 
Jesus’ teaching,’”’ many of us will be troubled, 
I feel sure. Majority vote does not settle an 
issue of fact. The real point would appear to 
be, What is the manuscript evidence? Do the 
ancient copies of the Greek New ‘Testament 
hint that the text of Matthew has undergone 
editing at these two points? There is no evi- 
dence to show that the text of Matthew 5:32 is 
corrupt, and the best manuscript evidence up- 
holds also Matthew 19:9 in its familiar form. 


The doctrine of the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures requires us, does it not?, to expect to find 
the Scriptures in agreement, to compare Scrip- 
ture with Scripture, not to pit Scripture against 
Scripture. Should we not seek some other an- 
swer to the difference in reporting as found in 
Mark 10 and in Luke 16 than to import the 
unsupportable hypothesis of scribal tampering 
with the text of Matthew? 


Excellent assistance in dealing with the issues 
confronting us in the whole discussion may be 
received from Prof. John Murray’s little book 
DIVORCE (order, if interested, from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, 
N.C. Price $2.00.) On the point immediately 
before us he works through the problem and 
concludes “that Mark and Luke are not en- 
visaging the situation created in the event of 
adultery and are not reflecting on the rights of 
the innocent spouse in such a case. They are 
concentrating rather upon the abrogation of 
certain Mosaic provisions anent divorce and 
upon prevalent customs in both Jewish and 
Gentile circles. They report our Lord’s teach- 
ing as it was directed to these specific evils. 
Matthew does likewise. But the latter conveys 
to us additional information regarding our 
Lord’s teaching on this question, namely, his 
teaching upon the contingency of adultery. Mat- 
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thew informs us of two things: (a) a man may 
put away his wife for adultery; (b) he may mar- 
ry another when such divorce is consummated” 


(DIVORCE, p. 52). 


At a time when it is proposed that our pres- 
byteries strike two paragraphs from the Con- 
fession of Faith, paragraphs that have the solid 
support of Scripture, it would be unfortunate, 
| think, if careful preparation were not made 
for the discussion in which we shall be asked 
to engage. I do not attempt here to do more 


than touch briefly on some of the questions 
involved. But I do recommend that the admir- 
able, up-to-the-minute, exegetical study written 
by Professor Murray be widely consulted. Deal- 
ing as it does with all the pertinent passages 
(Deuteronomy 24:1-4; Matthew 5:31,32; Mat- 
thew 19:3-9; Mark 10:2-12; Luke 16:18; I 
Corinthians 7:10-15; Romans 7:1-3) it should 
prove a most useful tool in the hands of our 
presbyters. One is confident that they will not 
wish to see our Confession of Faith changed 
in the way now proposed. 





The Person of Christ 


By Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton 
Centreville, Alabama 


“And we know that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an understanding, that we 
know him that is true, and we are in him that 
is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This ts 
the true God and eternal life.’ 1 John 5:20. 


This week we take up our fourth discussion 
of the issue of Modernism. After showing that 
Evangelicalism and Modernism are opposed to 
each other on at least thirteen major points 
of Christian doctrine, we discussed first the in- 
spiration of the Bible. Evangelicalism teaches 
that the Holy Spirit so guided and controlled 
the writers of the Old and New Testaments 
that what they wrote was true and the truth 
God wanted His people to have. Modernists 
deny this. Then we discussed the doctrine of 
man. 


Evangelicals hold that God created man a 
living soul, holy and perfect, but that man fell 
into sin and spiritual death. Only the new 
birth can change man to an obedient believer 
in Christ. Modernists regard man as not need- 
ing any new birth, but as the highest product 
of evolution. Then we showed that the Bible 
way of salvation is through belief in the aton- 
ing life and death of Jesus Christ, while Mod- 
ernists deny man’s need of salvation or at least 
claim that man is perfectly able to save him- 
self if he needs any saving. 


In this article we take up the very important 
point of doctrine regarding the Person of Christ. 
The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ is the eternal 
Son of God, the Second Person of the Triune 
God, who came to earth and took upon Himself 
a true body and reasonable soul, so that he 
was and continues to be both God and man, 
one person and two natures. We do not pre- 
tend to understand how this can be, and yet 
we know from the testimony of the Word of 
God that it is true. 
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The Modernist on the other hand almost 
always denies the true deity of our Lord and 
Saviour. He pays little attention to the teach- 
ing of the Bible on this point, in a verse such 
as our text: “This is the true God and eternal 
life,” and simply asserts that Jesus was only 
a man. The Modernist claims to have great 
reverence for Jesus the man, and most Mod- 
ernists would claim that he was the pinnacle of 
the evolution of the human race, the highest 
moral product of human ascent from savagery. 
They would say that Jesus is our highest moral 
ideal and example; that he is head and shoul- 
ders above the rest of struggling humanity, but 
that he is in no way different in quality from 
the rest of mankind. He is said to have lived 
a life of sacrifice, and finally to have given his 
life as a martyr for the high cause which he 
believed in. 


The beautiful word tributes which Modern- 
ists pay to Jesus the man, deceive many Evan- 
gelicals into thinking that there cannot pos- 
sibly be anything wrong with men who hold 
such high views of Jesus Christ. You see Jesus 
was truly man as well as truly God. He was a 
sinless man; and all the high tributes which 
the Modernists pay him are true. That is why 
the tributes of such men are so deceptive in 
their effects on evangelicals. A single example 
will show what I mean. Let us examine the 
beautiful hymn which we find in almost all 
hymnals, 


“O Master, let me walk with thee, 
In lowly paths of service free; 
Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

And guide them in the homeward way. 
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Teach me Thy patience; still. with Thee 
In closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
In trust that triumphs over wrong. 


In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broadening way 
In peace that only Thou canst give,- 

With Thee, O Master, let me live.” 


Beautiful words, are they not? Words which 
strike a responsive chord in the heart of every 
Christian who sings them, for they are true, 
since Jesus Christ is our Master and can and 
will give us all the help and comfort that the 
verses sing about. But let us not forget that 
these words do not give the whole picture of 
Jesus Christ, for there is nothing of the deity 
of Christ in the words, and in fact they were 
written by Dr. Washington Gladden, a minister 
who definitely denied the true deity of Jesus 
Christ! 


How many of us know that the beautiful 
hymn in which we all take such delight, “In 
the Cross of Christ I Glory, Towering o’er the 
wrecks of Time,” was written by Sir John Bow- 
ring, a Unitarian who denied the deity of Christ? 


You see that is why Modernists are able to 
lead countless thousands of true Christians 
astray. The words which they usually write 
or speak are not in themselves untrue. As far 
as they go they are true, but they are only 
half the truth. Usually it is not what the Mod- 
ernist says on these subjects that is wrong; it 
is what he leaves unsaid, the part of the picture 
that is left out that is the trouble. When a 
true Christian reads or hears such words as 
those quoted, he interprets them in the light 
of his own beliefs and unconsciously adds the 
Scripture teaching about Christ’s Deity to the 
words of the Modernist, and then holds that 
the Modernist is orthodox! 


This situation if further complicated by the 
fact that many times the Modernist even de- 
clares that he believes in the divinity of Christ, 
meaning that since we are all children of God 
we all partake of the divine nature of God, and 
that Jesus who was the very highest point of 
the evolution of the race, partook more fully 
of the divine nature than the rest of us. 


Thus the Modernist who holds this view can 
assert that he believes in the deity of Christ 
but does not add the fact that he thinks we 
too are divine. The mere assertion that he 
believes in the deity of Christ, therefore, does 
not mean that the Modernist holds the view that 
Christ was co-equal with God the Father. In 
order to be sure that such a man holds to the 
orthodox belief in the deity of Christ, we need 
to know more about what he means when he 
asserts his belief in the deity of Christ. 
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You see the Bible teaches that Jesus Christ 
in his divine nature was different in quality 
from every man that ever has lived. It was 
not merely that God dwelt in him as God dwells 
in the soul of every true Christian. Jesus was 
not merely a God-in-dwelt man: he was God, 
in the same sense that God the Father is God, 
and in a sense in which no other man that 
ever lived was. He not only towers head and 
shoulders above the rest of humanity, He was 
on the Godward side of an impassable gulf 
between man and God, for He was God in a 
sense that never was or is or will be possible 
for man. 

Some Modernists are willing to say that Jesus 
was the Son of God, but they are unwilling to 
say that He was God in the very sense in which 
God the Father is God. In other words these 
Modernists of whom I am now speaking hold 
that Jesus was subordinate to God the Father, 
so that when they say Jesus was the Son of God 
they mean that he was on a lower level of 
being than God the Father. Somewhat as did 
the Arians of the fourth century, they might 
go even so far as to say that Jesus was created 
before the rest of the universe came into ex- 
istence, and therefore is a rank higher than 
humanity, but still below the rank of God the 
Father. They therefore do not hesitate to speak 
of Jesus as the Son of God in a unique sense, 
while they really mean that he was a being 
higher than men but still not “very God of 
very God” as the Athanasian creed asserts. All 
this is very confusing to the ordinary Christian, 
so many orthodox Christians are deceived into 
thinking that these men are orthodox because 
they give such high honor to Jesus. 


Now do not get the idea that it makes no 
difference what we think of Jesus Christ. Only 
if we have a Saviour who could redeem an 
infinite number of souls because He was the 
infinite God the Son, can we have a Saviour 
who can really save us. Only if it is really true 
that “All power hath been given unto” Him 
in heaven and on earth, can we have a Saviour 
who could really redeem sinful humanity by 
taking our place on the cross. 

Praise God we have such a Saviour, the one 
who was and is and will always be “the same 
yesterday, today and forever” our Lord and 
Saviour and our God. Is He your Saviour? Is 
He your Lord? Do you trust Him alone for 
salvation? 
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ANGLERS 


By WADE C. SMITH 


Lesson No. 155 


Strupy CLASSES IN PERSONAL EVANGELISM 


For Study Classes, larger groups may be 
formed by combining those groups whose per- 
sonnel may find the same hour for meeting 
practicable. In these Study Classes the thing 
to be learned is how to approach people and 
how to tell them the Gospel story and invite 
them to accept Jesus Christ as Saviour. The 
first step is to become familiar with the Bible 
statements about sin and salvation, and of 
course that places first in importance as a text 
book the Bible itself. The Pastor is the trained 
leader for this sort of study, and usually it is 
most desirable that he be the teacher; but any 
good Bible student whose heart is burning with 
evangelistic zeal would make a good leader for 
the class in the Pastor’s absence. The Scripture 
plan of salvation should be learned so that it 
may be stated in the Bible’s own language. The 
many passages in Scripture which answer ob- 
jections and excuses should be learned. Methods 
of approach and getting the point of contact 
should be studied. Remember, there is no uni- 
versal method which will apply in each specific 
case, for there is an infinite variety in circum- 
stances, conditions and personalities to deal 
with; but there are certain basic principles which 
are useful and necessary; these, supplemented 
by the Spirit’s guidance, can be effectively em- 
ployed in each individual (or peculiar) case. 


It will increase interest and helpfulness in 
the class for the members to give their experi- 
ences in trying to do personal work, telling of 
apparent failures as well as successes, letting 
the leader, or other members, comment upon 
the report and make suggestions. All of it, of 
course, is to be done in the spirit of humility 
which is so necessary in every phase of this 
work. 


One method the writer tried proved to be 
very interesting and instructive. ‘The class was 
divided into two groups and separated to each 
side of the room. One side took the part of 
the “sinner sought” and the other side “the 
personal worker.” The “sinner” offered the 
usual stock of objections and excuses. They had 
the easier part to perform. The “personal work- 
er’s’” part was to practice meeting the objections 
and excuses with the Scripture answers. Theirs 
was the more difficult; yet the Bible answers 
were right there, only requiring the ability and 
diligence to use them. After a few minutes the 


SEPTEMBER 5., 
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You may not know that your Church 
operates three book stores to help you lead 
a full Christian life. Or perhaps you are 
aware there is such a service, but don’t know 
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Church’s program of Christian education. 
Therefore your purchases help both you and 
the Church. 
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“sides” were exchanged, and it was interesting 
to note that the “objections and excuses” were 
not the same (for the devil has his hopper full 
of them), nor were the Scripture answers the 
same, but varied to meet the need. This was 
called a “Sword Drill” by which soul winners 
may learn how to “parry and thrust” with the 
invincible Sword of the Spirit. “For the Word 
of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” (Heb.4:12.) 


The objection will certainly be made to this 
“strenuous” program that in this busy and com- 
plex life of ours, crowded to the limit with en- 
gagements of various kinds (and worthy en- 
gagements!) it is not possible for a group to 
meet, say five nights in the week, or two nights 
in the week - or even once a week for study in 
Personal Evangelism. Is that really true? I 
notice that the department stores are advertis- 
ing and conducting study classes in the use of 
cosmetics and how to beautify the skin, or in 
some cases a cooking class. An expert from a 
distant city has been employed at great expense 
to lead the morning and evening sessions. All 
the elevators are crowded “going up” and there 
is much enthusiasm, for this is “a wonderful 
opportunity.” How do they find time for it? 


The Y. M. C. A. or the Club is putting on a 
physical training course, followed by a shower 
and a rub down, and even the busy executive 
is making it possible to get around there each 
morning for an hour and avail himself of this 
opportunity to conserve his physique. How do 
they find time for it? This is the answer: you 
will somehow manage to find time to do the 
thing you want to do. You will make a place 
in your day’s schedule for the thing you regard 
as of most importance. This leads to the ques- 
tion: which is the more important, those things 
which are of only transient value, of only a 
few years use at the most; or those things which 
are of eternal value? 


(More of this study in the next lesson). 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, September 16, Psalm 103. Choice 
passages of Scripture are like choice morsels of 
food; though partaken of frequently, they never 
lose their appeal and never cease to satisfy. Con- 
sider vv.1-5 of Psalm 103 in terms of what the 
Lord has done for your soul in Christ. How 
many of the blessings of vv.3-5 can you say 
have been true in your life? Study each of the 
conjunctives and connectives in vv.9-18 to see 
how the Psalmist’s thoughts are developed. 
What thoughts do the words “for” and “as” 
connect (vv.10-15)? How do the clauses of 
vv.10-12, 13-15 introduced by “so” and “nor,” 
add to clauses they follow? What thoughts 
does the word “but” of v.17 connect? With 
the fruit of this study in mind, again praise God 
with the Psalmist for all His benefits (v¥v.1-2) . 


Monday, September 17, II Kings 5:1-14. The 
lessons Naaman learned before he could be 
cured of his leprosy are the same lessons we 
must learn if God is to meet our spiritual needs. 
Naaman first learned that the resources of the 
world could avail little (vv. 1-7). Notice that 
while the mistress instructed him to go to the 
prophet of God (v.3), Naaman first looked to 
the King of Israel (v.6). He next learned that 
God’s ways are often foolish in the sight of the 
world (vv.8-12). He finally realized that God 
could not meet his needs unless he, himself, 
met the conditions God laid down (vv.13-14). 
Do you have spiritual hungers you try to satisfy 
through secular resources? God meets our 
spiritual needs as we embrace the foolishness 
of the cross (I Cor. 1:18) and humbly allow 
the Person of Christ to live His life in us (Matt. 
11:28; John 6:35,51). 


Tuesday, September 18, Luke 4:1-13. There 
was divine purpose in God’s allowing His Son 
to be tempted (v.1). Consider the appeal of 
the first temptation (v.3) in the light of Jesus’ 
obvious physical hunger (v.2). Think about 
the temptation of vv.5-7 in the light of the 
agony of the cross. How did the cross accom- 
plish the mission of Christ in a way that yielding 
to the temptation of vv.5-7 could not? In what 
way was the temptation of vv.9-11 contrary to 
the whole manner in which Jesus carried out 
His mission (note Acts 10:38-40)? Would the 
methods of vv.9-11 engender faith in the ob- 
server? Because Christ was tempted He under- 
stands what we endure and is able to succor us 
in times of temptation (Hebrews 4:15). Do 
you look beyond the temptations that beset 
you to the divine purpose God would accom- 
plish in your life through your conquering of 
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those temptations? Do you realize, as did Jesus 
in his temptation, that there is no easy way to 
accomplish the mission God has given you for 
your life? 


Wednesday, September 19, I John 4:7-21. 
There are three marks mentioned in this pas- 
sage by which a person can tell if He is truly 
a Christian: (a) a personal belief in Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God (v.15). Such a belief 
included a commitment to the message of vv.9- 
10. (b) the inner witness and testimony of 
the Holy Spirit (v.13). (c) a new love for 
others present in our lives (vv.7,12). Suppose 
this love is not part of one’s life (vv.8,20) ? Can 
a Christian fail to love others if God’s very 
nature is within him (vv.8,12)? What is one 
motivating factor in a Christian’s love for others 
(vv.10-11) ? Has God’s nature in you caused you, 
in a new way, to love others? Do you have 
the witness of God’s Spirit that you belong to 
Him? 


Thursday, September 20, Matthew 5:38-48. 
Apply the following questions to Matthew 
5:38-6:6 and see if you can make these very 
familiar verses come alive in your life. Is there 
a warning for you to heed or a sin for you to 
forsake (6:1-6)? Pray for the strength to avoid 
that sin this day. Is there an example for you 
to follow (5:43-48)? Think through your day 
and decide on the manner in which you will 
follow this example. Is there a promise for 
you to claim as your own or a reward for you 
to seek (6:3-4,6)? Keep this reward uppermost 
in your mind today, more important than any- 
thing else for which you work. Is there a com- 
mand for you to follow? a habit for you to culti- 
vate? and attitude you should change (5:38- 
42)? Apply these questions daily to your de- 
votional study of Scripture, and do not leave 
the passage of the day until it has become mean- 
ingful and practical to you. 


Friday, September 21, Psalm 4. What was 
David’s state of mind at the beginning of the 
Psalm (vv.1-2)? Notice his rather desperate 
calling upon God for help (v.1) and the uneasy 
way in which he dwelled upon the problems 
that confronted him (v.2). What contrast do 
you see between his attitude in these verses and 
in v.8? Study vv.3-7 to see what accounted for 
the difference. Rather than concentrating on 
his trouble, what does the Psalmist think about 
in v.3? Does he realize the importance of rid- 
ding his own heart of sin (vv.4-5) rather than 
dwelling upon the wrong of others (v.2)? How 
does his awareness of God’s goodness to him in 
the past help (vv.3,7b)? his realization of what 
things are really important in life (v.7)? Do 
you see anything in these verses (vv.3-7) that 
might account for your lack of peace of mind, 
your lack of confidence in God (v.8), in rela- 
tion to some problem in your life? 
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Saturday, September 22, Romans 12:1-21. Paul 
gives the Christian a two-fold commission - to 
turn to God (v.1) and away from the world 
(v.2). For many Christians non-conformity to 
the ways of the world (v.2) is a negative mat- 
ter, a list of things they must not do. Make a 
list of all the commands given in vv.3-21, which, 
if kept by the Christian, would make him dis- 
tinctively different from the non-Christian. Are 
these commands primarily negative or positive? 
See if you can find any negative exhortation 
that does not have a positive counterpart. If 
someone were to judge your position before 
God by what he saw of obedience to the com- 
mands of vv.3-21 in your life, what would his 
verdict be? Are you willing to be transformed 
(v.2) im any area of your life (vv.3-21) in 
which you are still conforming to the standards 
of the world? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 16 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Christ Among The Churches 


Background Scripture: Matthew 18:20; John 21:1-14; Revelation I - 3 


Devotional Reading: Revelation 3:7-13 


The Golden Text, “Behold I stand at the door and knock,” etc., is an invitation, or exhorta- 
tion, to the church. It is also a blessed invitation to the outsider, the unsaved man, and is often 
used in evangelistic meetings. If we examine the context, however, we see plainly that it is written 
to a lukewarm, self-satisfied church, urging them to let the Head of the church come into their 
midst. Is it possible for a church to become no more than a club, or social gathering? Paul speaks 


of “having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof.” The church has no power apart 
from her Head, the Lord Jesus Christ: “Apart 
from me ye can do nothing,” said Christ to His 
disciples in John 15. The church, apart from 
Him, becomes as helpless and as worthless as 
a dead branch, or one separated from the vine. 
With Christ the church can be victorious. Jesus 
calls the church, “My Church”; Upon this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
Shall not prevail against it. 


I wish to use the first two selections, (Matt. 
18:20, and John 21:1-14), to emphasize this 
thought. In Matthew 18:20 Jesus said, “For 
where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
Here we see a real church. There is no special 
building, no organization, no large congrega- 
tion; just two or three people gathered “in my 
name,” and the Head of the church in their 
midst. 


In contrast to this, you might have a million 
dollar cathedral, a hundred thousand dollar 
organ with most beautiful music, an organiza- 
tion with all its numerous officers and work, 
and a congregation of thousands of worshippers, 
but if Christ, the Head of the Church is not 
present, then there is no true church. The 
essential Person is missing. In John 21:1-14 
we see the disciples — part of them — dis- 
couraged and uncertain and helpless. The best 
thing they can think of doing is to go fishing; 
to return to their old occupation. Sometimes 
we feel that way, too. As they fished, however, 
they had the transforming experience described 
in these verses. Christ comes back in all His 
miraculous power and stands in their midst. 
He, the risen Saviour, brings to them all they 
need in order that they may go forth as heroes 
and conquerors. Let us now turn to the main 
selection for our study, Rev. 1-3. 


I. The Vision: Revelation 1. 


The Book of Revelation has many mysterious 
figures in it and many types and symbols. It 
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also has seme of the plainest and most practical 
lessons for us. I believe that the neglect of 
this book has weakened and hurt the church 
and that a study of it will recall the church to 
her allegiance to her Head, and will encourage 
Christian people to live and work for the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom. The book is writ- 
ten to warn and encourage the church. It tells 
the story of the Trials and Triumphs of the 
Church and her future glory. 


The author is John, the beloved disciple; the 
place, the isle of Patmos, the time of writing 
95 to 96 A. D. A special blessing is pronounced 
upon those who read and study it; “Blessed 
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words 
of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written therein.” It is full of “Doxologies.” 
We have one of these in verse six, after the 
description of Jesus Christ in verse five; “Unto 
him that loved us, and washed, (loosed) us 
from our sins in his own blood,” etc. John 
was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, say- 
ing, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last: and what thou seest write in a book and 
send it to the seven churches which are in 
Asia.” This is Asia Minor, the scene of much 
of Paul’s missionary work, where he established 
many churches. 


The vision follows, and it is an overwhelm- 
ing experience for John. “And when I saw 
him, I fell at his feet as one dead.” I think 
that we would have done the same thing. I 
believe that it would do the church good to 
stop looking at the many man-made, and man- 
imagined pictures which we see, and think more 
about this God-given portrait of our Risen and 
Glorified Lord. I feel embarrassed and ashamed 
when I see some of these pictures of Christ. I 
saw one the other day on the back of one of 
the church publications which was particularly 
obnoxious and repulsive. I cannot imagine my 
Saviour looking anything like this ugly counter- 
feit. Some are not ugly or repulsive, but the 
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best are but the product ot a man’s mind. I 
believe if God had wanted us to know what 
Jesus looked like as a Man He would have 
given us a description of His Person. I am 
afraid that “Visual Aids to Worship” may lead 
to a breaking of the Second Commandment. 
For my part, I prefer to think of our Magnifi- 
cent King as we see Him in this vision on the 
isle of Patmos. 


He stands in the midst of the seven golden 
candlesticks, holding seven stars in His right 
hand. ‘These two symbols are interpreted for 
us, so we are sure of their meaning. In verse 
twenty we are told that the seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches; and the seven 
candlesticks are the seven churches. This sym- 
bol is perfectly natural. Jesus said, “I am the 
light of the world,” and “Ye are the light of 
the world.” What can be plainer? He is in 
the midst of His Church. This is the Light that 
shines into all the world. 


I would like to mention two or three of the 
descriptive phrases used of Him: (1) His eyes 
were as a flame of fire. Nothing that goes on 
in His Church is hidden from these all-seeing 
and all-searching eyes. They are like a flame of 
fire. They are lit from a heart of love. Do we 
remember this each Sabbath morning as we as- 
semble in the House of God? (2) His voice as 
the sound of many waters. I do not know just 
what that means. I know that it suggests to 
me: The refreshing rain coming down from 
the sky; a stream of pure cool water on a moun- 
tain side; a mighty river; the boundless and 
fathomless ocean. (3) Out of His mouth went 
a sharp two-edged sword. In chapter 19:11-16 
we have this imagery again. He is the Word 
of God, and His glorious gospel goes forth into 
the world. It is a “two-edged” sword; it brings 
salvation; it also brings condemnation and 
judgment. 


II. The Letters to the Seven Churches: 
Chapters 2 and 3. 


Before taking up the letters in detail let us 
notice a few characteristics common to them all: 


In each one there is a description of the 
Author of the letters, the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. There is a “Thus saith the Lord” 
ringing in every one. “I know thy works,” is 
another recurring phrase. “To him that over- 
cometh”, or “He that overcometh,” followed by 
a promise, is another. “He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches.” These, and other expressions, should 
make us all realize the vital importance of the 
subject matter contained in these letters, and 
the urgent need to study this book. In the Out- 
line which follows I am using much material 
found in The New Analytical Bible, published 
by Dickson: 
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The Church that left her first 
love, or as one of our modern translations put 
it, “You do not love me as you did at first.” 
This church is commended for certain good 
points; its works and labor, and patience, and 


1. Ephesus. 


faithful adherence to the truth. It is censured 
for this one fault, its loss of love. The one vital 
thing, which Jesus looks for above all others, 
is LOVE. “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me,” is the question above all others. If the 
bride does not love the bridegroom, marriage 
is a mockery. 


2. Smyrna. This is a rather weak and poor 
and persecuted church, but it is commended, 
and promised a crown because of her faithful- 
ness. It is one of the two churches with which 
no fault is found. It is a type of many poor, 
persecuted bodies of Christians which have been, 
and are found in the world. 


3. Pergamos. This church stands approved 
for much in its life: it had been holding fast 
His name and witnessing for Him in the place 
“where Satan’s seat is.” It is warned against 
false teaching, even the doctrine of Balaam, and 
the Nicolaitanes, both of which were extremely 
hateful to Christ. We can turn to our Old Tes- 
tament and see how Balaam, the strange proph- 
et, managed to corrupt Israel, by telling the 
king of Moab how he could lead them astray, 
and bring punishment upon them. No one 
seems to be sure just what was the doctrine 
of the Nicolaitanes. The lesson for us and 
the church is very obvious: Beware of false 
teaching. Jesus warned against the leaven, or 
doctrine, of the Scribes, Pharisees, and Herod- 
ians, and spoke often of false prophets which 
were wolves in sheep’s clothing. False teaching 
has been, and is, one of the worst plagues of 
the church. 


4. Thyatira. Much in this church is also con- 
mended, but some very gross evils must be cor- 
rected. Its reference to Jezebel would indicate 
immorality, especially in connection with wor- 
ship, for it was Jezebel who introduced Baal- 
worship into Israel. Jeroboam was bad enough, 
but Jezebel was worse. Full and speedy re- 
pentance is commanded, or a terrible punish- 
ment will come. 


5. Sardis. It has a name to live, but is dead. 
Even in Sardis there are a few who are alive. 


6. Philadelphia, the Faithful church. 


7. Laodicea. Lukewarm, the rich, but poor, 
self-satisfied church. The great invitation is 
given to it, 3:20. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 16 





REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Taking Time For God 


Suggested Devotional Outline: 


Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler Of All 
Nature” 


Prayer 


Scripture: Psalm 46 


Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
Offering 
Hymn: “I Love To Steal Awhile Away” 


Leader’s Introduction: 


“Be Still, and know that I am God!” Those 
eight short words hold a wealth of true advice 
for us and for all people who live as we do. 
So frequently we regard activity as being all 
important. Unless we are forever on the go, 
most people are apt to think we are lazy, and 
no one wants to be considered lazy. We certainly 
do not want to give the impression that God 
favors laziness, but being still is not being lazy, 
and. God tells us that we ought to be still. 


Many accusations were brought against Jesus 
during His earthly life, but they never accused 
Him of being lazy. Even His bitterest enemies 
did not criticize Him for His times of quiet 
solitude. From reading the record we know 
that on numerous occasions Jesus went apart 
to pray and to commune with His Father. If 
the Son of God found it necessary to take out 
time to be alone with God, certainly we cannot 
afford to do without such times. “Be still, and 
know that I am God!” That is no mere sug- 
gestion. It is a command from God. Let us 
take care that we obey it. 


First Speaker: 


Why is it necessary to take out time for God? 
Why is this commandment given to us? We 
have it for the same reason that we take time 
to become well acquainted with any person. 
Our best friends are not the persons to whom 
we have just been introduced. Our best friends, 
our closest friends are the persons we have been 
learning to know for a long time. It has been 
suggested that one reason so many marriages 
are failing is that those who enter into them do 
not know each other well enough. Love at 
first sight is an insufficient basis for a lifetime 
of living together. Lasting friendship and love 
takes time to develop. We must not expect to 
know God in a fully satisfactory way unless we 
are willing to take time to know Him better. 
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How many times in our lives have we said 
that we would like to do some particular thing 
but that we just did not have time for it. An 
elderly minister asked his young friend if he 
liked to fish. The young man said he liked to fish 
all right, but that he could not find time for it. 

“If you really liked to fish,” said the older man, 
“you would make time to do it.” There is truth 
in what he said. We usually find time to do 
the things that we consider most important. 
There is really no such thing as spare time. 
There are just so many hours in a day, and 
there are usually more demands on our time 
than there are hours to meet them. The only 
time we have is the time we take. Do we think 
God is important enough that we take time to 
be alone with Him? 


Second Speaker: 

The church is usually asking us to take time 
for God by doing things - attending meetings, 
working on projects, planning programs, sing- 
ing in the choir, etc. Just now we are suggest- 
ing that a more important thing than activity 
is to be still in the presence of God. As has 
already been mentioned, you can never know 
a person well until you spend some time alone 
with him. In all seriousness, that is why boys 
and girls who are learning to love each other 
want to spend some time alone. It is unnatural 
to be always doing something in a big crowd. 
It is unnatural to be always by oneself. God 
expects us to live for Him in the crowd, but He 
also expects us to spend some time with Him 
alone. 


“Know that I am God!” It is possible to 
be so busy about so many things that we forget 
that He is God, but if we spend some time alone 
with Him each day, it will be impossible to 
forget Him. We can be sure that every person 
who is well acquainted with God is one who 
is faithful in spending quiet times alone with 
Him. There are sixteen hours in a waking day. 
In those sixteen hours there are 192 five minute 
periods. Surely it is not asking too much of 
us to give the Lord 1/192 of the day in private, 
but how many of us are there who actually 
do it? One thing is certain, if we do give the 
Lord five minutes of every day, it will be the 
best five minutes of our day. 

Third Speaker: 

Being still does not ordinarily agree with the 

American people. We would rather do some- 


thing than keep still. We would rather talk 
than be quiet. Meditation does not come easy 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 

















to 
$0 
be 
sO 
fu 


al 


cd 


G 


OO Ws O £45" 3” 




















for us, and we may feel ill at ease when we try 
to be still before God. Quiet meditation is 
something that has to be learned and practiced 
before we can do it satisfactorily. Here are 
some simple suggestions which have been help- 
ful to many. 


1. Spend some time each day just thinking 
about God . . . what He is like, what He has 
done, and what He has promised to do. It is 
comforting and inspiring simply to think about 
God. 


2. Spend some time each day with the Bible. 
Perhaps you will read only a verse and think 
about it. Single verses have brought rich bless- 
ings to many people. The Bible is God’s Book 
written to make Him known to us. The knowl- 
edge received from it can be trusted to inspire, 


to strengthen, and to acquaint you with God. 
| al 








3. Spend some time each day in private prayer 
to God. You expect to converse with your closest 
friends in private, and you do it as frequently 
as you can. Why should it be any different with 
God? He is the best friend of all. Just as we 
feel closer to earthly friends after a heart-to- 
heart talk with them, so will we be drawn closer 
to God after times of private prayer. 


We first heard about God like some great 
and famous person. Then we became personally 
acquainted with Him through faith in His Son. 
That is salvation. We become His close personal 
friends by working with Him in His church, 
and by spending this time with Him alone. We 
can be sure that the activities of the church 
will not suffer because we take some time to 
be alone with God. Whatever we do with our 
time, this time for God should be set aside 
first. 





omen Ss 


Woman and the Tithe 


Your Responsibility. Statistics reveal that 
women control practically one-half of the indi- 
vidual wealth of the country. Husbands and 
wives should be real partners in the administra- 
tion of the family income. It is up to the 
women in many cases to see to it that the family 
enters into partnership with God. The woman 
by virtue of her position in the home can see 
more deeply into the truth that “man does 
not live by bread alone,” and she realizes that 
the income must be used in providing for 
spiritual as well as physical needs. 


Your Guidance. The question, “How much 
should I give to God?” is one that can be de- 
cided only by the individual. Giving to God 
is an act of worship, therefore our giving should 
be acceptable and pleasing to Him. In His 
Word we find the principles to guide us in 
deciding how much to give. Lev. 27:30, Deut. 
14:22, Mal. 3:7-10. The tithe is the minimum. 

Your Example. When Christ came into the 
world He set for us the supreme example and 
motive in giving: “God so loved ... that He 
gave...” Jesus had much to say about earn- 
ing, keeping, spending, and giving. We can be 
sure that Jesus tithed, for if He had failed, 
the Pharisees would have been quick to accuse 
Him. To be sure that our giving comes up to 
that standard, the tithe will have to be the 
starting point in our giving; and love will lead 
us beyond. 
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Your Testimonies. To those who have never 
adopted the principle of the tithe as a method 
of giving, we would say, “Ask the person who 
tithes.” When you get tithers to talking, here 
are some of the things they say: 


“One of the most glorious Christian experi- 
ences that I have known has been to accept the 
challenge of the tithe.” 


“The first and greatest value we have received 
from tithing is joy.” 


“For years I have practiced tithing, for the 
practice of tithing gives recognition to God as 
Owner and Giver of all things.” 


“When I tithe the supply never runs out. 
God's providing hand never fails.” 


Let us bring our tithes “into the store-house” 
that we may have an abundant spiritual, as well 
as financial blessing. 





I Am The Church 


I am the heaven-sent Agent through which 
the Divine Christ sends His Saving Gospel to 
sinning, suffering, sordid, selfish souls. 


I am a necessity to all who prize peace, 
progress, and purity. 


I am hung about with sweetest memories — 
memories of beautiful brides, memories of saint- 
ly mothers, memories of grandfathers who slow- 
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ly groped their way down the long, long trail. 


I am decked with loving tears, crowned by 
happy hands, and aided by heroic hearts. 

I lift up the fallen, relieve the burdened, 
strengthen the weak, help the distressed. I show 
mercy to the man in purple and fine linen, and 
bestow kindness on the man in homespun and 
cotton. 


I restore to defeated hearts the freshness, the 
eagerness and the spirit of conquering courage. 


I am calling you! 


I Am The Church 
—From TIDINGS 





A Moment With the Master 
When Guilty of Gossip 


Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsover things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things.—Phil. 4:8. 


O Lord, I am so ashamed. This noon I sat 
at luncheon with a group of friends, and I am 
so miserable over what was done - and not done 
- around that table. We talked so gayly about 
so many things and the conversation went so 
easily into a discussion about an absent friend 
of ours. It began, I’m sure, Lord, with interest 
and concern. But remarks piled up - you know 
how women are, Lord, - one thing led to an- 
other, ugly things were said and unnecessary 
things told. We broke up later, still gay and 
happy over our good time together, but as I 
walked home I began to feel so guilty. Even if 
I didn’t say any of the ugly things myself - I 
listened - and yes, Lord, I guess now I must 
have even nodded my head several times. I 
know now I could have changed that conversa- 
tion. I could have said something kind about 
that person. She is a fine woman in many ways, 
and I could have said I thought so. Oh God, 
why was I so weak? Will I never learn to: 


Keep my tongue from evil 
and my lips from guile? 


Dear God, if ever I needed to feel clean again, 
ut is now. Help me, I pray Thee. Tell me what 
I can do to make amends for that thoughtless, 
hurtful hour I spent today. I know that words 
spoken are like “arrows shot into the air,” and 
cannot be recalled. I am so ashamed and sorry. 


Please give me another day, dear Lord - an- 
other chance to be more kind, another oppor- 
tunity to speak up - with Thy love in my heart 
and on my lips. Thou hast said: 


“I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
transgressions, and as a cloud, thy sins.” 
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Father, give me more faith to believe this 
wonderful promise. I know too: 


“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” 


I do believe these promises, and dear Lord, 
I am so thankful for them! Help me to rest 
upon them in simple trust and faith. I realize 
anew now, just what they mean — what they 
have always meant — and with thankful heart, 
I pray now for strength, strength, dear Lord, to 
face another day! To talk with friends, to live 
more joyously, to see in every contact an oppor- 
tunity, and to use every opportunity that Thou 
dost send, for Thee alone. 


This I recall to my mind, therefore have 
I hope: 

It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not 
consumed 

His mercies are new every morning. 


O, I thank Thee, Lord, for the new days 
ahead, and for this peace and conviction in my 
heart. Amen. 





“Pray! Christians, Pray!” 


This was the urgent plea of a man of God 
in an hour of great decision. Every hour now 
is an hour of decision and of destiny. God 
seems to call from His Word, “Pray, Christians, 
pray” - as He invites, entreats, urges His people 
to pray, and expresses grief that so few do pray. 
He still holds out promises of power which, 
across more than two thousand years, challenge 
us to prayer. 

Pray! Christians, Pray! — God has all Power 


“Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: 
is there anything too hard for me?” 


“All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. With God all things are possible.” 


Pray! Christians, Pray! — This is an Hour of 
Need 


Men’s lives are in danger. 


The number of grief-stricken people is mount- 
ing hourly. 


Our nation’s leaders need to make humble 
acknowledgment of their weakness and seek the 
help of Almighty God. 


Church members engage in practices that 
deny they are followers of Jesus. 


Acknowledged Christians are jealous, self- 
seeking, censorious, holding grudges, engaging 
in harmful practices. 


Many sincere Christians show no concern for 
those who are strangers to Jesus Christ. 
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There are signs of hope. More people are 
praying. Now is the Church’s great hour for 
advance. 


Pray! Christians, Pray! — Your Asking Cannot 
Outdistance God. 


God is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh in us. 


Church News 


WORLD MISSIONS RECEIPTS 


Budget for 1956 $3,300,000.00 
Receipts to date 1,767,019.34 
Percentage of annual budget 

received for 1956 58.90%, 


Balance needed for 1956 1,532,980.66 


GEORGIA 
Rabun Gap - Nacoochee School 


Dr. Karl K. Anderson became the new president 
of the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, Rabun Gap, 
Georgia, on August 1, 1956, succeeding Mr. C. C, 
Skinner. Mr. Skinner, who has been the president 
of the school for the past seven and one half years, 
has retired from school work for reasons of health, 
age, and family responsibilities. 


Dr. Anderson, a native of Wisconsin, received his 
college training at Whitewater State College, 
Whitewater, Wisconsin. After three years service 
in the Army Air Force during World War II, he 
completed his masters and doctoral work at Teach- 
ers College, Columbia University. He has been 
teaching in Georgia for the past ten years. The 
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, controlled and par- 
tially supported by the Synod of Georgia, is be- 
ginning its 54th year of service. Its unique program 
includes a Christian High School with dormitories 
for 50 boys and 50 girls. The school is also a 
service to the community with about 120 local 
students attending as Day Students at the High 
School. There is an adult education project carried 
on at the school called the Farm Family Program. 
Fourteen school farms are available to families 
who want to learn better farming methods and 
send their children to the school. These farms ars 
available for a family to live in for a ten year 
period. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Edisto Island—At the congregational meeting of 
the Presbyterian Church of Edisto Island, S. C., on 
August 12, 1956 the following resolution was 
passed: 


Resolved that our Heavenly Father in his infinite 
wisdom has seen fit to call higher our former 
pastor, Rev. W. H. Goodman. We with sorrowing 
hearts bow in submission to his will, yet we deeply 
feel his loss and do most sincerely sympathize with 
his beloved family. 


SEPTEMBER 5. 





1956 





Be it further resolved that a copy of these reso- 
lutions be sent to the family of our dear departed 


friend and brother. And also that a copy be 
placed in the minutes of the Session and a copy 
be sent to “The Christian Observer”, and “The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal.” 

William P. McKinnon 

J. G. Murray 





“Ten Seconds To Live” 


Two years ago Raymond M. Eastman, young 
Des Moines advertising man, wrote a widely 
quoted article, “Ten Seconds to Live.” It was 
an imaginary portrayal of the thoughts of a 
motorist about to be killed in a traffic accident. 


Eastman, age 29, and another young man died 
recently of car crash injuries. The sheriff said 
Eastman’s car “clipped” another automobile 
while passing it and careened into a bridge. 
He said it was not known who was driving. 

One wonders if Raymond Eastman was con- 
scious ten seconds before he was killed; and if 
so, what he thought in those ten seconds. 

He, of all persons, after having written such 
an article for automobile drivers, should have 
been prepared for a sudden and violent death. 
We trust he was—but how about you? 

Are you ready to meet your Maker? If not, 
take the time right now to settle the most im 
portant matter in life, by definitely placing your 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal 
Saviour. Any of us may have only “ten seconds 
to live.” —Evangel. 





Miracles Plausible to Scientists 


Scientists now admit the possibility that 
Christ raised the dead and that Moses parted 
the waters of the Red Sea. So said Dr. John 
R. Brobeck, professor of physiology at the Medi- 
cal School of the University of Philadelphia, 
addressing a convention of medical doctors in 
Toronto. 


“Science is changing,” he said. “One of the 
results is that a scientist is no longer able to 
say honestly that something is impossible. He 
can only say it is improbable.” 


He told the doctors that the one factor that 
can account for the miracles is a source of energy 
unknown to the scientific system. “In the Bible,” 
he said, “it is known as the power of God.” 


Questioned by reporters afterward, Dr. Bro- 
beck said: “A miracle has happened to me 
which makes me accept these miracles. This 
miracle is the New Birth, which every one of 
us who is a Christian has experienced. It is 
the application of God’s power which brings 
about this change which is a miracle. It can- 
not be accomplished by any biological or psy- 
chological force. It creates within us the will 
to believe.” —Exchange. 
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